History of Diggers Memorial Bowls Club
Transcript of history written for the 21st anniversary – Author unknown
Diggers Memorial Bowls Club situated off Robinson Street, North Rockhampton, held it’s first annual meeting at Tobruk House on November 11, 1974.
The Club previous to the present one, was known as Diggers Bowls Club of Central Queensland and only Returned Soldiers were eligible for membership.
The Club had no green of it’s own and competed for trophies against other established Clubs in town and in the country.
Membership was thrown open to anyone interested in bowling to become members of the new Club. The Rockhampton City Council was approached to select a site for a Clubhouse and two greens.
The present site was selected as the most suitable and after negotiations took place with the National Fitness Council, part of their land was handed over to the Club. Work on the preparation of the green then commenced.
Finance was raised by debentures and donations. A shed to house soil and equipment was brought to the site and contractors McNamara Underhill, both members of the Club, then proceeded to lay the first green, assisted by voluntary labour from other Clubs.
The green was ready for the first bowl to be rolled on Anzac Day 1975 by World War 1 veteran Ollie Howden.
A Ladies Auxiliary was formed on December 9, 1974 to organise bingo and raffles and to cater for bowlers and visitors by preparing and serving meals.
A great deal of money was raised by hard work and devotion.
On playing days, the soil shed operated as a booth and temporary office.
On Special Days, the Capricornia Silver Band kindly allowed the Club to use their nearby hall.
Plans were made to build the Clubhouse in three stages.
The toilet block was built first, followed by the bar and cold room, then the function room and new kitchen. As membership increased the building was later extended further by the addition of the bar lounge.
An invitation was also given to the Ladies Auxiliary to form a Ladies Club.
The first green was planted with Indian Couch and changed to Tift Dwarf in October 1979.
Several loans were taken out periodically from the Commonwealth Bank of Australia and one from the R.S.L. from 1977 up to 1984 for improvements to the Clubhouse and a second green with lights. All loans were paid off in due course.
The Club today, twenty-one years after the Official opening of the first green to it’s present state, stands as a monument to those who gave of their time and effort from it’s beginning. Membership has remained steady and the Club must continue to go forward. 
